
HILD 7A: Race and Ethnicity in the United States 

Fall 2007 
MWF 3-3:50, Peterson 108 

Professor Daniel Widener email: professorwidener@yaho0.corn 
Office: HSS 4063 Office Hrs:WF 11-12, apt, 

Office HoursNote: you must sign up for an appointmentslot. Open times will be listed 
on my door. Drop-in appointmentswill be difficult to discouragedowingto high
enrollment. 

Teaching Assistants 

Jed Mularski Gloria Kirn L テ zM テ koS 
Office: HSS 6051 HSS 6029 HSS 6051 
Tel: 822-5106 822-5103 822-5106 

GregNipper
Office: HSS 6025 

Jesus Perez 
HSS6017 

James Shrader 
HSS6017 

Tel: 822-5102 tba tba 

CourseOverview 
This course concerns the history of the United States, with a focus on the 

historical experiencesof peoples of African descent. Our aim should be threefold First, 
it is our hope that you will gain a broader understandingof the general sweep of 
Americanhistory through your participation in the course. Additionally, we will seek to 
understand the particularhistory of African Americans,most notably by seeking to place
the black experience in a hemisphericcontext. Finally, we will try to gain an 
understandingof how issues of race and ethnicitybecamecentralto life in the United 
States 

CourseAssignments
Attendanceat section is required (20% of grade)

2. 1n-classmidterms (2) (40% of grade)
3 Reviewessay (20% of grade) 
4 Final (20% of grade) 

Please note: Therewill be three special film screenings that will involve out of class 
time commitments. Dates are marked on the syllabus. 



CourseReadings
Nell Painter, Creating Black Americans: African AmericanHistory and its 
Meanings, 1619to the Present 

2 Eric Mann,Katrina's Legacy: White Racismand Black Reconstruction in 
New Orleans andthe Gulf Coast 

3 Electronic Reserves: Additional materials will be placed on electronic 
reserve. These are marked with an * on the syllabus. 

All course texts are available 	 for purchase at Groundwork Books 

CoursePolicies 
Your attendance is expected at lecture. Students should expect to spendat least as 

much time completing assigned readings as they spendin class. Weeklyreadings are to 
be completed as of the first day of lecturethat week. Please note that readings will 
average between 100 and 150pages a week. Plagiarism is prohibited, embarrassingfor 
everyone, and generally a bad idea. Students are encouraged,however, to work 
collectively, particularly in section. If you have any questions about how to accomplish
both these expectations, please ask. 

CourseLectures and Themes 

Weeko 
9 2 7 	 Fri. course intro and themes 

Week l 
0 	 Routes and Roots 

Mon. The Worldin 1400 
Wed. Precolonial West Africa 
Fri. The Middle Passage andthe Atlantic Slave Trade 
P* Chapter1 

Reading 	
ainter,

wod,
酊山 

L F VeSmall from 口rノ 

Week 2 10/8 	 England's Shadow 
Mon. Virginia andthe Birth of Race 
Wed. Af 「fca 十Isi 千It ヰbe カ干斗Ler立 COE 
Fri. Retention and Syncretism in the African Diaspora 

Reading 
*Gomez,From Black Crescent 
*Thompson,from Flash of the Spirit
*Richard Price, from Maroon Societies 



Week3 10/15 	 Black Freedomin the Age of Revolution 
Mon. Black Culture and Black Consciousness 
Wed. The AmericanRevolution 
Fri. The Haitian Revolution 

Reading 	 Painter, Chapter3, 4 
*Genovese, from From Rebellion to Revolution 
*Gary Nash, from Race and Revolution 
*James, from Black Jacobins 

Film : SOれ ん O拘 

Week 4 10/22 	 A White Republic?
Mon. The Peculiar Institution 
Wed. Andrew Jackson's America 
Fri. The Civil War 

Reading 

Painter, Chapter5 and 6 


Week 5 10/29 	 Things Fall Apart
Mon. Black Reconstructionin America 
Wed. Reconstruction 
Fri. Exam #1 

Reading 
Painter,Chapter7 and 8 
*Rebecca Scott, "Defining the Boundaries of Freedom" 
*Eric Foner, from Nothing But Freedom 

Film: Rosewood 

Week 6 11/5 	 Iron Cages and Color Lines 
Mon. Empireabroad 
Wed. The Science of Racismand the Racismof Science 
Fri. Blues People 
P* alnte hapterg

Reading 「，	C 
叩 from 山Cdカタのthe廿メa5hl ton, Me r 

Week? 	 The Dirt South 
Mon. -no class-
Wed. Fatal F100d 
Fri. Gone to Chicago 



Week8 	 New Negroes
Mon. Renaissanceat Homeand Abroad 
Wed. Up Ye MightyRace 
Fri. TowardDoubleVictory 

Reading 	 Painter,Chapter9, 10,11
'"Eric Lott, "Double V, DoubleTime" 
^George Lipsitz, "Frantic to Join..." 
*Patterson (ed.),fromWeCharge Genocide 

Week 9 	 Race for Democracy
Mon. A WorldwideProblem 
Wed. The Second Civil War 
Fri. no class-incelebrationof thepower of myth, or, 
how I learned to stop worrying about the destructionof my 
great Grandparentsin order to concentrateon eating 

Reading 
Painter,Chapter 12,13,14 

a @K口す rzno (all) 

Film: TheSpookWho Sat bytheDoor 

Week 10 	 Into the Fire 
Mon. Black Politicsin theAge of theRight
Wed. Cultures of Dissolution 
Fri. Exam #1 

Reading 
Painter,Chapter 15 
*Ronald Wilson Reagan, campaignspeech,1980
*Robin Kelley,fromRaceRebels 
*Mike Davis,fromCity of Quartz 

Film: Killer ofSheep 

Essaysdueon Monday,December10,@ 1PM inDepartmentofHistory,5thf100r,
HSS building 

CourseFinal: Friday, December14,3-6PM, locationTBA 


